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Music Makes Everyone Happy!

Chris Von Arx plays the guitar, and Alvin Vine and Anita Schissel play the accordion.
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Barthell Order of the

Eastern Star Home

911 Ridgewood Dr, Decorah, IA 52101 - Phone: 563-382-8787

Upcoming
Events...

Spring 2011 Published by O.E.S. Home—Editor Mae Schmitt

Grand Officer’s
Annual Plant Sale
June 5, 1 pm

Jack and Ann
Herald Wine
Tasting Party

Larry Reis Owl
Program

Resident Play
Money Auction

Note from tl}Administrator

Spring has sprung and we are celebrating life every day with fresh green and new life! We are preparing
to welcome Nicole Hageman as our new social worker and her office will be in the Arlin Falck Assisted
Living facility. Donis Whalen will continue with us on a part-time basis. Your administrator had the
pleasure of speaking at the Women, Faith, and Finance conference on long term care on April 1 and en-
joyed the experience of sharing stories and concerns with a standing room only group of women. Itis a
story we are open to sharing with any group that wants to hear it.

We are pleased at the completion of the nursing home rooms installed with sprinklers. The installation
of a new emergency generator that covers the entire nursing home with emergency protection will be
completed when the generator arrives from the manufacturer. The estate gift we received last year cov-
ered all the expenses of these two projects and we are very thankful not to have to pass that cost on to
our residents. Again, we are thankful for the many memorial gifts and estate gifts we receive that allow
us to optimize our quality of care.

We are thrilled to see the Quality indicators for long term care show No. 1 and No. 2 are compassionate
care and attention to individual needs and that these indicators are what we are known for. The involve-
ment on a daily basis of so many volunteers and staff in bringing full life to those living in our facilities
despite existing deficits allows us to observe miracles in action every day. Our staff passion for care of
our family-member residents is second to none. We prepare to welcome our Grand Family Eastern Star
members for our Flower & Plant sale on Sunday June 5. You are invited to come and buy at the auction.
Last year, despite rain, the sale resulted in one of the largest fund raisers ever on our behalf and we look
forward to another fun experience. My wife Jerrine and I will miss this event due to being on vacation in
Norway with a tour from Luther’s celebration of 150 years.

We know it will be more successful then ever. If anyone has suggestions on how we might improve our
processes or have any concerns, [ invite them to give me a call or write me a note. We are always look-
ing to improve and adapt our services to meet the needs of the persons we care for and their families.

Our new newsletter is paying for itself in savings with significant cost reduction obtained in returned
postage being reduced. We would again encourage anyone who is moving to send us an address
change in advance by email to: Barthelloeshome(@yahoo.com or to: Newsletter, 911 Ridgewood Drive,
Decorah, IA 52101. You also can download the newsletter from our website at

www: barthelloeshome.com. We thank God and we thank you!

Karl Jacobsen R.N.
Administrator

Thought for the day: “You don’t stop laughing because you grow old. You grow
old because you stop laughing” ~ Michael Pritchard
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Birthday Celebrations

Birthday celebrations at the
home with (starting from left)
Aggie Winger and family, Helen
Sandberg with daughter and son-
in-law, Joyce Elaine Hart with
daughter, and Blanche Wyse

Writing by the Residents
When it’s springtime in Decorah, we’ll walk through Phelp’s Park,
where children are playing, feeling happy as a lark.
The blossoms are budding along the river bank,
where water lilies form a bridge just like a pirate’s plank.
We’ll pick a bouquet for people we know —
It’s springtime again! Thank God there’s no snow.
The rivers up North have escaped the cold,
and the catfish are teeming the waters below.
Beneath the arbor, the robins sing all day.
Oh how we love the merry month of May.

» HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY TO ALL THE MOTHERS AT OUR HOME
A AND READING OUR NEWSLETTER
o
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MEMORIALS SINCE OUR LAST NEWSLETTER

In Memory of Maynard Aakre
David and Donna Svenson
Karl and Jerrine Jacobsen
Clair and Sylvia Steine
Margaret Usgaard
Family of Maynard Aakre
Sharon Drew
Tom and Mae Schmitt
Ingrid Neste
Aggie Winger
Harold and Carol Sherley
Dr. F. Donald Bucher
Howard and Cordy Haugen

In Memory of Charlotte Erickson
Sharon Drew
Tom and Mae Schmitt
Marilyn Holland

In Memory of Dorothy Kuennen
Marilyn Holland
Sylvester Carolan
Sharon Drew
Tom and Mae Schmitt
Clair and Sylvia Steine
Clara Webb
Karl and Jerrine Jacobsen
Family of Dorothy Kuennen

In Memory of Gena Casterton
Iona Finholt
Charles and Mary Casterton
Margaret Usgaard
Margurete Hovden
Loren and Carole Evenrud
Don and Joanne Leistikow
Maria Engrebretson
Alice Wilbur
C. Lorraine Solum
Marilyn Holland
Sharon Drew
Tom and Mae Schmitt
Clair and Sylvia Steine

In Memory of Dorothy Halverson
Margaret Usgaard
Clair and Sylvia Steine
Karl and Jerrine Jacobsen
Tom and Mae Schmitt
Sharon Drew
Family of Dorothy Halverson-Van Fund
Wanda Milligan

In Memory of Virginia Hanson
Bruce Shuman
Carl Ruen

In Memory of Mary Soukup
Clair and Sylvia Steine
Mark and Sharon Parker

In Memory of Tudy Holmberg
Tom and Mae Schmitt
Sharon Drew
Aggie Winger

In Memory of Lucy Sacquitne
Frank and Marilyn McDowell
Sylvester Carolan
Luann Smith
Gloria Hove
Mike and Janice Meyer
Marilyn Holland
Sharon Drew
Clara Webb
Lee and Shirley Vangsness
Karl and Jerrine Jacobsen
Lyle Sacquitne
Frederic and Loma Carlson
Margaret Usgaard
Carol Van Vliet
Clair and Sylvia Steine
David and Donna Svenson
Tom and Mae Schmitt

In Memory of Donna Kruse
Lyle and Marybeth Cary

In Memory of Fran Ryan
Clair and Sylvia Steine
Karl and Jerrine Jacobsen
Sharon Drew
Tom and Mae Schmitt
Inez L. Holstad
Wanda Milligan

In Memory of Helen Baltz
Minerva Aaker
Marilyn Holland
Dwight and Darlys Dickman

In Memory of Ervin Rasmussen
Sharon Drew
Lu Ann Smith
Tom and Mae Schmitt
Clair and Sylvia Steine
Karl and Jerrine Jacobsen
Marilyn Holland

In Memory of Floyd Pearson
Betty Nelson
Helena Naef
Sharon Drew
Tom and Melanie Raulerson
Marilyn Holland

In Memory of Audrey Anderson
Karl and Jerrine Jacobsen
David and Donna Svenson
Iva Nell Lang
Ruth Woldum
Marilyn Holland
Clair and Sylvia Steine

In Memory of Ruth Lensch
Marilyn Holland
Karl and Jerrine Jacobsen
Doris Boyle
Sylvester Carolan
Jack and Ann Herold
Margaret Usgaard
Rosemary Holland
Bonnie Meyer
Tom and Mae Schmitt
Marilyn Holland

In Memory of Gilmer Seegmiller
Mike and Janice Meyer
Tom and Mae Schmitt
Clair and Sylvia Steine
Carlton and Shirley Collins
Constance Bolson
Karl and Jerrine Jacobsen
Marilyn Holland
Sharon Drew
Margaret Usgaard
Bonnie Warrington

In Memory of Henry Drewes
Sharon Drew
Tom and Mae Schmitt
Margaret Usgaard
Karl and Jerrine Jacobsen
Clair and Sylvia Steine
Betty Nelson

In Memory of Bernard Webb
Sylvestor Carolan
Margurete Hovden
Owen and Linda Christianson
Betty Rose
Jack Anundsen
Margaret Usgaard
Karl and Jerrine Jacobsen
Katie Kelly
John and Karen Gipp
Tom and Mae Schmitt
Helen Olson
Dave and Donna Svenson
Bob and Ann Naslund
Willard and Mary Ellen Holthaus
Sharon Drew
Marilyn Holland
Wanda Milligan
Colleen Orwoll
Howard and Judy McIntosh
Clair and Sylvia Steine._

In Memory of H
Clair and Sylvia Steine
Sharon Drew
Tom and Mae Schmitt
Betty Nelson



Meet the Resident:
Dolly Kirchner

Meet the Staff: Megan Protsman

How long have you been in the nursing field?

I’ve been in the nursing field nine years in June.

What kind of job would be your dream job?

I would love to work from my home creating art in various mediums.

If you could go anywhere in the world for two weeks, where would you go and why?
I would have a hard time choosing between Ireland, England, and Alaska. Ireland for
the wonderful rolling hillsides, England for all the castles and history, and Alaska
because it is truly one of the untouched frontiers.

If your house was on fire what would you take with you if you had but three minutes

to evacuate?

My favorite photos and letters from the past and of course my dog, Delila.
What are your favorite colors?

Blues and browns

Dolly is our resident honored for this newsletter. Dolly was born in Swea City,
Iowa. She was joined by two brothers. Her mother taught school before she was married
and this may be why Dolly had such a love of working with children. Her father farmed
so she enjoyed living in the country in her younger years. They later moved to town
where her father owned and operated a Service Station. Gas at the time was 10 cents a
gallon.

Dolly graduated from Swea City High School and then attended and graduated
from Cedar Falls Teachers College. She taught in Geneva, lowa for four years and later
in Mason City. She married Glenn Kirchner and together they had five wonderful chil-
dren. They moved to Decorah in 1972 where Glenn passed away in July of 2001. Dolly
worked as a teacher’s aide at John Cline and taught at St. Benedict’s School in Decorah.
While not teaching she enjoyed staying active in her church, St. Benedict’s and in the
community.

Dolly stated, “With five children one was always busy with their activities.” In
her retirement years she has enjoyed reading, traveling, visiting with friends, and espe-
cially spending time with her grandchildren.

Dolly’s philosophy is “Live each day to its fullest, say and do what you want
because you do not know what tomorrow will bring.” Dolly does live each day to its
fullest and always takes the time to make the day special for people around her. She is
hard to stump at trivia and Name that Tune. She brings sunshine into everyday and we
all love her for she is truly a special person.

What kind of qualities do you look for in a friend?

They should be true to themselves, caring, loving, trustworthy, and someone you can
always count on when you need them.

Your favorite place to eat? Your favorite meal to order?

My favorite place to eat in beautiful Decorah is McCaffrey’s Dolce’ Vita. Anything

on their menu is wonderful.

What would you like to be doing twenty years from now?
Well, I would love to own my own art shop but for now I take one day at a time hop-

ing I will win the big lottery.

Do you have a philosophy of life that leads you day to day?
I do what makes me feel happy and don’t worry about what others may think.
It is my life to live and you only get one chance to live it.

Megan is a joy to work with and the residents love her. She goes out of her way to
make the day special for the residents. She loves to redo their flowers, fix their hair
etc. All the little personal touches that make life just a little happier. She is the sun-

shine on a cloudy day.

Esther, Edie and Helen
hard at work!

FUN SHARED
/ AROUND THE TABLE

Ann, Lorriane and Dolly work on making Valentines.

Edie, Ted, Esther, Helen, Helen, Marion and
Lorraine make short work of folding.

Residents enjoyed sharing coffee and memories
with our social worker, Sally Ripple, at her
going away party.

Anthony Shock, a volunteer from Luther College, gave
a great program on dementia.

GIFTS AND DONATIONS

First United Methodist Church
In Honor of Donald Moore’s
birthday-Marilyn Holland
Bonnie Warrington-Van Fund
Janice Fisher

Malta Chapter #415

East Gate Chapter #538

Linda Overtruf-Pave a Brick
Lebanon Chapter #8

North Gate Chapter # 417

Oelwein Chapter #45 \
Hawkeye Links

Wayside Garden Club \

Lions Club

James and Deanna Darrah

Evelyn Ryan’s Family-bingo prizes

Linda Christianson
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