
Note from the Administrator     
 
 

We wish you a Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving from our residents, staff and their fami-
lies and a Merry Christmas!  We have much to be thankful for each day and it is wonderful 
to pause as a nation and give thanks.  We just had a tremendous Veterans Day recognition 
program and we especially give thanks for our service persons and their devotion to main-
taining our safety and to their families for their sacrifices!   We are looking forward to our 
Grand Officers Christmas Party on Saturday, December 4, 2010. 
We are truly blessed. 
 

We are progressing with obtaining a new emergency generator and are awaiting an engi-
neering analysis to optimize the impact at best value of cost in making the change as is  
required by law.  We have submitted a grant request to help pay for the added cost.  We 
expect the new generator to be installed by spring, 2011.  Again, we are Thankful for the 
many memorial gifts and estate gifts we receive that allows us to optimize our quality of 
care. 
 

One of the extreme challenges we face as caregivers is the need to reenergize and recharge 
our batteries as they run down.  We are extremely Thankful to our passionate staff for their 
loyal devotion in hectic and trying times.  It takes passionate persons to do this job well and 
we are proud of; and want to give a very public Thank you; for each and every staff mem-
ber for all of their devoted work including lots of overtime lately. It takes special persons to 
do the hard work we do and the love and care that is shared daily and provided is a true joy 
to behold.  So I would like to conclude by telling the World that we have the best staff in 
the world and Thank You for all you do. 
 

If anyone has suggestions on how we might improve our processes or have any concerns,  
I invite them to give me a call or write me a note.   We are always looking to improve and 
adapt our services to meet the needs of the persons we care for and their families. 
 

Our new newsletter is paying for itself in savings with significant cost reduction obtained 
in returned postage being reduced.  We would again encourage anyone who is moving to 
send us an address change in advance by email to:  Barthelloeshome@yahoo.com or to: 
Newsletter, 911 Ridgewood Drive, Decorah, Ia. 52101.  You also can download the news-
letter from our website at www: barthelloeshome.com.  We thank God and we thank You! 
 
Karl Jacobsen R.N. 
Administrator 

Upcoming 
Events... 

  
WE ARE  

LOOKING  
FORWARD TO: 

 

 KAREN HAN-
SEN AND JULIE 

ALLEN SING-
ING ON DEC. 3.   

 

OUR GRAND  
OFFICER’S 

CHRISTMAS 
PROGRAM ON 

DEC. 4TH.   
 

LUREN  
SINGERS WILL 

BE HERE ON  
DEC. 5.  

 

WE TRULY 
LOOK FOR-
WARD TO 

MANY CAROL-
ERS DURING 

THE HOLIDAYS 

Thought for the day: God may not always send us what we expect, but  He will send us what we 
need.  It’s up to us to have the wisdom to recognize the difference and be thankful. 
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Christmas is the time for look down...searchingly 
into our hearts...acknowledging the Christ within us  
and His love for us….of recognizing the need to burnish 
our own lamp of Love...that its flame may burn ever the 
more brightly. 
 
Christmas is the time for looking around loving 
at friends and fellowmen...of hearts and hands 
reaching out...spanning time and distance...and 
warmly greeting dear ones. 
 
Christmas is most of all the time for looking 
back reverently across the centuries to Bethlehem 
...the humble stable...the birth of Christ. 
it is the time for reminiscing by bygone days… 
other times...and happy memories 

Looking forward to December…. 
 
Selected stanzas from: Christmas is the Time by Ellen V. Morgan 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 
BLESSED NEW YEAR! 

LOOK FOR OUR OWN CHRISTMAS FESTIVI-
TIES IN THE LATE JANUARY NEWSLETTER.   

  Barthell Order of the 
     Eastern Star Home 

Fall 2010  Published by O.E.S. Home—Editor Mae Schmitt 

911 Ridgewood Dr, Decorah, IA 52101 ·  Phone:  563-382-8787   



And just for some fun! 

Kitchen Witches 

Pumpkin Carving: Norman Berge,  
Helen Bergan, and Frances Ryan. 

St. Benedicts’ children in costume  with  
Gilmer Seegmiller,  Tudy Holmberg,   

and Dolly Kirchner 
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MEMORIALS SINCE OUR LAST NEWSLETTER 
In Memory of Ethel Kittelson 
     David and Donna Svenson 
 
In Memory of Clark Mikkelson 
     Sharon Drew 
     Tom and Melanie Raulerson 
     Karl and Jerrine Jacobsen 
     Barb Gavle 
     Joe and Jamie Gavle 
     Clair and Sylvia Steine 
     Tom and Mae Schmitt 
 
In Memory of Bill Baskerville 
     Marilyn Holland 
     Sharon Drew 
     Karl and Jerrine Jacobsen 
     Clara and Bernard Webb 
     Clair and Sylvia Steine 
     Tom and Mae Schmitt 
 
In Memory of Curt Carpenter 
     Karl and Jerrine Jacobsen 
     Gloria Carpenter 
     Clair and Sylvia Steine 
     Norman Berge 
     Frank and Marilyn McDowell 
     Tom and Mae Schmitt 
 
In Memory of Edwin Kirkestue 
     Clair and Sylvia Steine 
     Karl and Jerrine Jacobsen 
     Sharon Drew 
     Tom and Mae Schmitt 

In Memory of R.A. Bergan 
     Helen Pinter 
     Marilyn Holland 
     Clair and Sylvia Steine 
     Sharon Drew 
     Ruth Woldum 
     Karl and Jerrine Jacobsen 
     Tom and Mae Schmitt 
     Ruth Woldum 
 
In Memory of Verdis Little 
     Sharon Drew 
     Rosemary Holland 
     Tom and Mae Schmitt 
     Karl and Jerrine Jacobsen 
     Clair and Sylvia Steine 
     Margaret Usgaard 
     Lyle and Marybeth Cary 
     Mr. and Mrs. Jon Vine 
     Ruth Woldum 
     Thomas Little 
     Howard McIntosh 
 
In Memory of Roselyn Lensch 
     Barb Gavle 
     Margaret Usgaard 
     Tom and Mae Schmitt 
 
In Memory of Rita Bodensteiner 
     Clair and Sylvia Steine 
     Tom and Mae Schmitt 
     Karl and Jerrine Jacobsen 
     Sharon Drew 

In Memory of Don Sacquitne 
     Carl Ruen 
 
In Memory of Bill Naef 
     Helena Naef 
     Tom and Mae Schmitt 
 
In Memory of Norman Berge 
     Sharon Drew 
     Karl and Jerrine Jacobsen 
     Marilyn Holland 
     Tom and Mae Schmitt 
     Clair and Sylvia Steine 
     Eileen and Duane Bruening 
     Phillip and Hope Anderson 
     Timonthy and Mary Toso 
     Robert and Patricia Usgaard 
     Orlin and VaLois Mandsager 
     Kenneth and Ruth Hein 
     Adele McDowell 
     Chuck and Marilyn Istad 
     Roy and Imogene Macal 
     Roger and Joan Egeland 
     Lester and Thelma Korsness 
     Kermet  Hendrickson 
     Wilma and Garland Morse 
     Steohan and Wanda Winger 
     Clara and Bernard Webb 
 
In Memory of Arlene Matter 
     Marilyn Holland 
     Tom and Mae Schmitt 

HALLOWEEN! 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS!! 

Clockwise: Ted Jacobsen, Henry Drews, Arla Lyon, Julie Boots, and Freda 
Jacobsen.  Not pictured: Viva Hanna, Jean Cary, and Helen Baltz 

This guy is walking with his friend, when he said, You know, Benny’s a walk-
ing economy.  His friend replied, How so?’ “Well, his hair line is in recession, 
his stomach is a victim of inflation, and both of these together are putting him 
into a deep depression.” 

*** 
The patient is adamant.  “Doc, I  need a liver transplant, a kidney transplant, a 
heart transplant, a cornea transplant, a spleen transplant, a pancreas trans…”  
“What makes you think you need all of these?”  “Well, replied the patient, 
“My boss said if I wanted to keep my job I needed to get reorganized.” 

Husking sweet corn in the activity room.   Aggie Winger making paper turkeys. 

BEST PUNS  
            OF THE YEAR  
(from The Fishwrapper ) 



MEET THE RESIDENT: 
FREDA JACOBSEN 
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GIFTS AND DONATIONS 
Lisa Glisczinski-  
     greetings cards and  
      wrapping paper 
Patricia Beaty 
Ted and Freda Jacobsen 
Rose Chapter #552 
Julien Chapter #125 
Albia Chapter #240 
Valley Chapter #26 
Indianola Chapter #338 
Isabelle Chapter # 271 
Polk City Chapter #361 
Cedar Falls Chapter #78 
Twilight Chapter #59 
Jessamine Chapter #135 

Waverly Chapter #353 
E.C. Blackmar Chapter #306 
Buena Vista Chapter #309 
Bona Dea Chapter #375 
Cedar Valley Chapter #128 
Burr Oak Lutheran  WELCA 
West Union Lodge #69  
        In Honor of Past Matrons 
Vern Iverson apples 
Alta Chapter #1338 
Decorah Chapter # 73 
Ollie Chapter #549 
Golden Rule Chapter #194 
Bellevue Chapter #359 
South Gate Chapter #547 

Knoxville Chapter #85 
Emerson Chapter #121 
Elmira Chapter #40 
Electa Chapter #32 
Clinton Chapter #65 
Green field Chapter #91 
Davenport Chapter # 178 
Artaban Chapter #483 
Coinette Chapter #273 
New Hampton Chapter #75 
Stockport Chapter #544 
Cheryl Flaa Auction items 
Elizabeth Rosales Auction items 
Angie Redmond Auction items 
Mae Schmitt Auction items 

 MEET & GREET 

     Freda is our resident honored for this newsletter. Freda 
was born on September 20th in Nome, North Dakota. Freda 
came from a family of eleven children. Her father was a pas-
tor and her mother was a nurse. Freda attended Luther Col-
lege for three years and decided she wanted to be a nurse so 
she attended the Minneapolis School of Nursing where she 
graduated in 1948.  Freda married Ted Jacobsen and together 
they have three children.  Freda loved to paint and has many 
pictures in her room to attest to her talents. She has a great 
love of music and played the organ and piano.  She loves to 
grow African violets and continues to read many books. 
Freda is always interested in everyone and takes the time to 
visit with people around here. She has always a wonderful 
smile and great sense of humor. What is there not to love 
about this special lady? The movie I watch when I want to laugh:  Step Brothers 

My favorite place in the world: The woods at my parents home. 
My favorite item of clothing: All my sweatshirts 
No on knows: I’m blind in my right eye 
A song I can hear a zillion times and never get sick of :  
“Best Days of Your Life” by Kellie Pickler 
I always feel less crazy when I : Relax and read a good book 
Family: My parents live on a farm outside of Burr Oak. I have 
two brothers and 1 sister, 3 nephews and 1 niece. 
Hobbies: Reading, horseback riding, and hanging out with fam-
ily and friends. 
What I love about my job: Interacting with the residents. Each 
day is different and you always learn new things. The knowl-
edge of the residents is amazing . They always have lots of good 
stories to tell. 
I worked at the Home since August 2006-4 years in activities 
and 1.5 years CNA. 

We would like to thank all the people that donate their time to our residents during our bingo games, church services, coffee parties, card 
playing, musical entertainment and visiting. Your time is so important in making our Home a great place to live. I apologize for any er-
rors or omissions. 

MEET THE STAFF: JESS CHRISTOPHER 
Jess is always ready to help out wherever she is 
needed. She always has a great smile and is a joy to 
work with in any department. 

Potluck dinner at the 
Home (to the left) and 
Assisted Living (to the 

right). 

Members of the Assisted Living Center at 
our Activity Director, Mae Schmitt’s 
house.   

Angie Kerndt giving a very informative 
presentation about wellness and diabetes.   

Sylvester Carolan and his  
great-granddaughter 

Sophia Professor of History at Luther College, 
Marv Slind, visited and conducted a 

program on Veteran’s Day about  
World War II vets. 

Luther students of the Luther Athletic Student Organization helped 
Mae rake and clean off the flower beds. What super volunteers! 

Gordon Buss,  
Dave Dunlavy, and 
Warren Leeps from 
the Masons grilled  

hamburgers and 
brats for our potluck.  

David 
Dunlavy 
with his 
antique 
Ford 

A LITTLE BIT OF EVERYTHING 

A SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL OF OUR VETERANS AT THE HOME  AND ASSISTED 
LIVING WHO HAVE SERVED OUR COUNTRY.  WE APPRECIATE YOUR SERVICE.  
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 ART  

PUPPY LO
VE 

ART AND MUSIC THERAPY 
 
Karen Haas Misseldine is our art/music therapist who comes twice a month.  Karen’s presence 
is the direct result of the  grant we received last year from the 
Winneshiek County Community Foundation. The grant’s pur-
pose is to provide a program that would allow our residents to 
experience quality of life through their final years.  They learn 
new ways to express and interpret life situations, to communi-
cate perspectives and respond to any difficulties before them. 
It has been a big success because it gives our residents some-
thing positive to look forward to each time. As you can see by 
the pictures accompanying this article, all the residents have a 
great time. We hope to host an art show sometime later spring 
to allow others to experience the joy of our art work. 

MUSIC 

Patrick Ball on the Celtic Harp volunteered his time 
and gave the O.E.S. a wonderful performance 

Although not funded from a grant, our residents enjoy Pet Therapy 
when families bring in their loving companions.  Ellen Drews-Stoen, a 
professor at Luther College, brought in her six-week old Standard 
Schnauzer puppy, Trek,  who the residents loved cuddling.   


